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Flexible Fares

During the dizzy veriod of govern-

all other matter

wental eontrol of the railroads the |

tlexible rate principle, which first
liegan to color our laws when the

of all news ddiapatehas |

We have refused to allow the Domin-
ican Congross to meet—have set up
a régime of naked force. But such
is the indifference of Americanathat
comparatively few of them realize
that the Haytian problem is one
thing and the Dominican problem
quite another,

Our Latin-American neighbors,
better informed than our peo-
ple, diseriminate between the' two
countries. Secretary Colby in his

found this out. He was greeted by
the press of Argentina and Uruguay

i policy President Wilson has pursued
I with respect to Santo Domingo. He
{could make no answer, and talk of
Hayti did not quiet his questioners.

President-elect Harding has indi-
cated that he does not confusc the
two parts of the izland of Hispaniola,
He is under pledge to order a with-
drawal from Santo Domingo. When
the withdrawal occurs it is to be
{ hoped due apology will be made and
|that thereby good relations with
all the countries to the south be
promoted.

| Preventing Home Building,
For the bstter part of eighteen

months the housing problemm has

been before the public. Two ses-

sions of the Legislature have wres-

| tled with it.

| During the entire period it has

tion—the only way to keep rents

recent journey to South America|

| with most pointed queries as to what | J
v possible justification existed for theja full and complete accounting of

been recognized that the only solu- |

Iepburn act was passed, was discov. | down and to relieve congestion—was

resolution, “The President's confi-
dential expenses in Parie" iz an
entry utterly unbefitting diplomacy
on behalf of a republie in this day
and generation. One does not nead
to cite the President’s “open cove-
nants openly arrived at” to fix the
inappropriatoness of this $17,000
charge. The $125,000 “damage to
property at Hotel Crillon” ig less
important, but equally mysterious.
It is too late to go back and re-
pair the blunder of the President’s
ill-fated trip to Paris, a blunder
which even hid best friends are com-
ing to admit. It is not too late for

the results of that trip. Touching
the treaty and covenants, the evi-
dence is in and a verdict has slready
been reached., The financial aspects
of the wenture, as yet unrevealed,
have a peculiar interest for the
taxpayer and a moral and lesson
for future American executives,
There cannot be too much light on
the whole seene,

The Puritan Jaw .
The sons and daughters of New |

| niess when he talks of the “laziness” |
| of the New England jaw. As well |
| call the pyramids lazy because thuy |

| stand and stand and stand, let thei
centuries rave as they will. That;
jaw has passed through many trials
‘and tribulations without a quiver |
| and whatever faults it has Jaziness |
is not one of them,
repressed,

|
A reserved speech |

estly desived, and the Boers kneyw this.

It a contrary spirit Germany wan -
tonly moved on France, deliberately
devastating her with the purpose, In
the words of the German War Book,
of destroying her total intellectual
and material resources. If ghe had
won she would have reduced France
to the status of a second-rate power;
that this was her ebject was plain
from the flrst. France is thus not to
ba blamed for not belicving in a Ger-
man repentance which is never even
expresged.

“Hate and revenge,” Colofel Houze
goes on, “are expensive luxuries in
which nations as well ag individuals
too often indulge.” Of course. But
a sheep that has felt and barely es-
caped the fangs of a wolf may be
excused distrust when the wolf comes
wooing.

Mr. Weeks's Opportunity

Let Him Decline the War Portfolio

in Favor of General Wood
To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: It s stated unofiicially that
President-eleet Harding hes appointed

sired General Wood for President and
voted for Harding with a keen min-
gled sense  of disappointment
loyalty are going to be atill more
intensely dizappointed. General Wood
is the one most available and best-
fitted man in this country for the posi-
tion of Secretary of War,

Mr. Weeks has now a golden op-
portunity to make himself a popular

and |

The Conning Tower

WITH COLORS FLYING

They got the best of {t, did Unele George

And Unele Abner. 1 lay half-dead with
typllhuld

In Ardmors, Oklahoma, The tent show
had gona broke.

“Not a red cent,” wrote Unclé Abner,
“to pay your way

Back to o 1fa of sin; bub if pot wand

The place you ran saway from,

IT you'll keep house dectttly and do
vour duty,

There's fifty thousand between us

We'll leave yon when wo 418"

They wera old men, my aneles,

When, st elghteen, I left them for the
elty,

Hoping soon to bs & Bérnhardt,

How could thelr money, squeeze! frofh
farm foreclogures,

Ho I returned-—to velAtives

Who nodded méanly each to sach gnd
said: ;

“We told yon so! We sald pha'd crawl
home beaten!

| Maybe now

[She'll tallk and sct like decent folks—

| at least

England do well to send Professor | ex-Senator Weeks, of Massachusetts, | Wear modest elothes” Ta show them all

| Howe, of Wellesley, about his bugi- '#s Secretary of War. If so, that greal | [ gtill despised thelr dreary waya and |
4 : majority of Republican voters who de- |

didn't give ;

A finger snap for what they thought,

I went, the night of my arrivsl, to a
socfal

At FPoplar Grove Schoolhouse,

Wearing tha frock of scarlet chiffen
valvet

That made a hit in “Madoeme X"
refreshmants

I emoked a cigarette,

Aftér

!

Serve better than in putting me scross? |

Blowing aloft frail emoke rings, sym-

vred to have something the matter
with it

Superficially it seemed indisputa-
bile that justice was done when a rate
sufficed to meet operating expenses
plus a reasonzble return on the
vraperty devoted to publie use, and
that when a deficiency in mcome de-
veloped it was easy to balance it by a
rate increase. But in practice it has
Leen found that e:{penr.litures..and
lience rates, have a way of spiraling
upward in vicjous circles.

The trouble has been that in-
centive to efficiency, using the word
in a broad and inclusive sense, was
removed. It is now realized: that
rates cannot be indefinitely pushed
vp—that a level may be reached
which is more than the trafiic will
bear. The railroads now front this
iron fact, and their present effort is
not so much to raise rates as to re-
secure control over expenditures.

| to erect more houses, So far—ex-
! cept so far as the Lockwood commit-
| tée's labors have tended to reduce
| prices of housing materials—noth-
ling has been done. The emergency

legislation, swhile serving tompo-
[ravily to protect tenants in posses-
| sion from extortion, on the whole
| has discouraged tenement building.
| Few were willing to invest if rents
| were to be limited by law.

The single bit of constructive
| legislation in the housing acts was
| the provision giving the city the

right to exempt for ten vears new
| houses from local taxation. Though
| the power has existed for six
months it has not been made uge of.
Not until yesterday did the Board of
| Aldermen pass an exempting ordi-
nance, narrowly limited in its terms,
|And this ordinance, it is predicted,
the Board of Estimate, which pos-
sesses a veto, will throw out,

seems the truer characterization of |1dol and win a name ranking with Tthﬂt
New England utterance. The t}'pi-’.uf Admiral Sims, who refused t‘he Navy
5 i | Mednl because equally deserving men

({n] Naw‘ hnglan_cler_:s EhREyioE EI}IO- | were ignored by Daniels. Mr. Weeks
Uunerl d:lsplay alike in th',"' Cp e lah l'ean decline Harding's appointment as
of his countenance and in the tones | gavvatary of War and withdraw in
of his yoice. The result is a quiet| fivor of General Leonard Weoad, Hi
and gentle drawl in respect to many |would at the same time rebuke
vowel sounds<—the “lwang” of fic- | President-clect' Harding and Lo every-
tion and the jokesmiths is excep- | where acclaimed as a loyal Republican
tional, not the rule—and a certain | rising above party politics, and alse
inarticulateness of lip action t]latlmskn doubly public the neecessity f:m’
| leaves the voice too far back in the redemption by Harding of his ?rmmﬁc
throat for clear, vivid gpeech. ;if.o ‘mnkt"b a sT.rulng and able t:alninut,
o - = whieh inferentially would include

The  question of New l:n.g]amd | General Wood as Seeretary of War,

Spee_f“‘h ’fafses the whole qx}estion t‘fi All this is stated with o disparage-
Puritanism. Does the New FEng- ment of ex-Senator Weeks, of whom
| lander live too much within himself? | sfgesachusetts iv proud and whose
Is his self-control carried so far 2&|{Senate vecord is bLrilliant anAdanar
to stunt enthusiasm and natural| ng of all praise, but Woeks is not
| emotions? The answer is not to be Wood, nor is his military knowledge

| lightly laid down by any casual|or experience knee-high in comparison, |
|

{eritic. A repression and a stern-|That is what people are saying wherever
ness of life that can flower forth in | "€ talks with either Ttepublicans or
i 7 : ) rrata.
| the beautiful speeches of a Calyin | Democrats

bols
Of my undefented apirit,
When Unecle George was eighty-sight
And I, efter six years of death-ih-life,
Was nearing forty,
e milked twelve cows daily snd punc-
tuelly ate
A hal! mince pis for breakfsst: and I
heard Abnor gay
[ The morning he waa ninety:
{“George, you make tracks to the sugar
' woods an’ lesrn
That lazy hired boy to earn his victnals,
I'll hiteh up Moll,

Haul a load of cider to the village, ges |

about H
The tenanta on th. Widow Randul![
| farm." |

| One day the doctor said:

| “They come of long-lived Vermont stoclk,
| Gaunt old trees and tough,

| Frost nipped, bark off hére and there, |
but good |
| For all of ten years more.”

(Ten wyears! 'Ten thousand years !
[Tt might as well bé—worrying

o

., awe went into Hayti with good rea-

It is a weakness of the traction| Why this determination to prevent
bill introduced at Albany that it | the erection of new houses? Is it
tors too much based on the flexible | because there are interests which

cost-uf-service idea. |
‘implied rather than said, basis of high rents that they will not
ugh allowing that the point | #llow conmipetition? Suspicion is fos-
¢ <ltogether clear, it is possible | tered by the shallowness of the argu-
to puther that the authors of the ments against the ordinance. It is
1o wasume no great difficulty | said that the city will Jose taxes. |
I be encountered in koeping in- But how is the city fo get taxes outi
come and outgo at corvesponding lof buildings not erected? Put the |
levels, Serious consideration needs | otdinance through and tax collec- |
o be given to the question of what | tions will increase, not diminish, for
means are to be adopted to control the land on which the edifices gtand
cxpenditure before the principle of  Will endure a higher assessment.
“are boosting to absorb deficits is Every building and loan associa-
flatly accepted, | tion wishes the ordinance. It will en-
The Governor indicates that he coutage home-owning, and at the
bas some perception of the im-|end of ten years a handsome addi-
portance of this phase of the trac-{tien will be made to the assessment
tion problem by suggesting a sliding | voll.  Yet it is announced that the
seale, under which the profit of the | Beard of Estimate, which pretends

operdting company woulld inereage | L0 want to relieve the housing erisis, |

with lowered fares and decrease i3 to throttle the ordinance,
with raised fares, Perhaps some-
{hing ean be achieved alonw this line.
This device has worked well in some |
cuses when applied to =as compa- | lenking into New York through im-
nies; but attempts to apply it in the | migration should not unduly alarm’
traction field so far have failed. The | the country.  America, generally
husiness appears too ecomplex, speaking, i4 the land of the bathtuh,
Probably the most effective golu- | &nd bathtubs and typhus are en-
tion is to ombine the flexible sys- | cmies,
tem with 2 fixed maximum, or, if not | &1:d nonz else. One muJc pe bitten
vhis, to provide that, in addition to LY this inseet to contract the dis-
I.--,]ntro[ over fareg, the supervising  Cuse. The average New Yorker can
commission shall have control pyer | Put his ming at rest if e is o o
*“cxpenditures. To put on a commis- | girtent user of the bathtub and ob-
vion the business of meeting oper- : -"“"I“‘f* ”10_ usual precautions of ab-
iting expenses, no matter how high | !”“'-‘”- For the others delousing is
. they are or how bunglingly a trac- | idispensable.
tion system is administered, iz dan- Typhus has existed in New York
perous, | for many years endemically,
ingect which spreads the dizease epi-
demically must have long been in

Santo Domingo and Hayti contact with typhus sufferers to
Cleanline .

in connection with Admiral ¢arry a virile germ,
lnapp's Yepors on ““F“‘}“ condi- | he remedy. In eastern and central
tions the voices of our friends the| pyrops, where cleanliness does mot
Dominicans are heard in a plea for| prevail, typhus thrives. Bub it can
. differentiation — for diserimination| pever thrive in New York if New
between them and the Haytians. | York remains normally clean.

The Dominicans have the bad luckl Immigrants should be introduced
to reside on the same island with the to New York and a delousing station
Haytians. Yet the two peoples speak | simultaneously, and tutored there-

different languages and little resem- | 4ftar in the great American habit
ble each other in spirit and history. | of bathing.

The Haytians for more than a cen-|
" tury have been possessed of a seem-!

ingly uncontrollable desire to po;at_-a

haste back to barbarisma First they iy
slaughtered the whites and then the|ono function in the Peace Confens
halfbloods. They have reduced to a|enco, and that was to slgn a blank
vaste a region which the I'rench had | check. That notion has, indeed,
made the richest area of the West| found important support. But the
~-Indies. On broad grounds it was| further the events of 1910 retreat
necessary to do something to savelinto their proper perspective the
‘them from themselves, and a tresty,|less general enthusiasm for this
ratified by both parties, prescribes| blind attitude of adoration exists,
~our responsibilities. Our occupation, The late election showed a general
whatever excesses and mistakes have | desire to serutinize with the greatest
marred it, is one of which the nation | care the achievements of our peace
tieed not be ashamed, and is gradu- | delegation, and Congress is only
ly bringing back some measure o.'i obeying a general and highly proper
tvilizaetion. - demand when it tackles the financial
. But the Spanish-speaking Domini- expenditures of that interesting pe-
ans are of different quality. White | viod and asks “What for?” and
"blood and leadership have been con-| “Why?”

As a matter of fact, Mr. Wilson
should be the first to recopnize the
propriety of these gqueries and
should welcome the opportunity to
produce an itemized analysis of the
vaguely described expenditures as

.

How to Avoid Typhus
Tha typlius of Europe which is

T S e s e

It ean, of course, be. contended
at the American people had but

s

oubles, but on the whole she has
made satisfactory progress. Yet when

ikon, about the same time we jumped
inte Santo Domingo with no reason

wnaf all. No treaty has been made. ' called for by Representative Gould's
i yoian

The |

| Coolidge have not altogether ruined
spontaneity and color and the play
| of emotion upon life. In the eud

are so desirous of preserving the the problem of Puritanism probably | ion,

| resolves itself into the ald and un-
| satisfactory question, a golden
| mean. Ther_e can be too much re-
pression, as the psycho-analysts are
, daily proving. There ecan be no
success or beauty or anything with-
out some self-control and will and

| repyession.

The Puritan jaw iz a bad thing, in

| short, if it is so set as to make a ;
|man a narrow, crabbed skinflint. If 'hing To do with naval efficors who ! Vo see wherein T blundezed.

| it serves only to make a strong and “seck the lmelight” i3 to giveé thenm | Had T bit the trail at the revivals

| well poised character, let us all eul. | T°P% With which to hang themsolves, | Making repentance, lachrymoss and
[ {ivate it.
| will be more than counterbalanced

Any repression of gpeech

| by the worth of what we have to say.,

Why ?

The mystery surrounding the ad-
ministration of justice by the Dis-
| triet Attorney’s office is not lessened
| by what has been hrought out in the
Cushing case.

A sixteen-year-old hoy was killed
two and one-half years ago in broad
daylight on the roof of 1 tenement
house.  Conecerning the homicide
there were conflicting statements.

Typhus is caused by a louse | But going back over the ground, I-|chatter

|t-hough the trail was cold, Mr. Whit-
| man presented evidence deemed suf-
| ficient, by the grand jury to indiet

! two policemen,

| sistants of Mr. Swann was in pos-
| session of practically all the evi-
| dence on which the Whitman grand
| jury acted.
| pressed and the jury did not indict.

Why was there an indictment in
(1821 and none in 19187 What influ-
| ence, if any, intervened to bring the
| early proceedings to a close? And
| why, at a critical juncture, was
Ithcre failure to press for an indiet-
ment in the Elwell case?

B e

| How Germany Loves France

Colonel House, discussing in The
| Philadelphia Public Ledger the
{terms imposed upon Germany, la-

Itemizing the Cost of Utopia {ments the failure of France to make |

a friend of Germany. “During the
war and immediately afterward,” he
remarks, “the Germans had kindlier
feelings for France than for any of
their enemies,” If this be so they
dissembled their love most success-
fully. The affection, like gratitude,
must have been born of an expecta.
tion of favors yet to come—of g
hope of using France aganst Great
Dritain.

Colonel House mentions the policy
of England toward South Africa
after the Boer War as an illustra-
tion of the sort of response France
might have made to the German offer
of heart and hand. The paraliel
hardly runs on all fours. The an-
tagonists in that conflict were ou o
different footing. British opinion,
deeply regretting the war, always
conceded that as to many things the
Boers were right, and, while con-
demning their narrow separateness,
sympathized with their aspirations.
The welfare of the Boers was hon-

| ‘ - LT R stora by
H Hanging Naval Officers I figured I'd he stroliing dewn Fifth
To the Editor of The Tribune, Avenue

It develops that soon afier the!
i killing the case was brought hefore |
{a grand jury and that one of the as- !

Yet the case was not |

If General Wood' is ignored by the | 1Tat George's mittens must be darnad,
| incoming Administration in the eame | beans .put to soak
| outrageous manner that he has been !0!‘ Abner's dirt-stiff overalls wusheéd
|ignorml by the outgoing Administra. | ©9% ‘
I' prophesy that General \\'n(ul|"&”‘1 all tlhﬂ “_'hll"' L '
will  follow . DProsident Harding earing the kitchen clock above the sink
| Pragident in four years' time, backed T_i“‘\lfis away my life, ) ]
by & solid puble demand that swilp | "V atehing the winter winds, like hangry
! ateam-roller any secand politieal eabal ! _1‘.'-‘.1]‘.'('.3, i .
against him. GEORGE W, irinrs. | Daving the stark, snow-carven hills, |
[ New York, Feh, 14, 1021, As T poured poison in the flask |
o 0Of rheumatism curs thay hoth sat'l

ik

Sir: _Mr, Daniels says that the Lest' By Wednesday week., It's 248Y now

This

statement invites intelligent nagal,
| eomment, Painting a3 purple eeandal my sad |
| Nayal officers a8 g class do not seelk struggle I

| the limelight, but

torces them into p

lally do honor to the navy.
The only naval officors who

when their duty To free great powers within me,
bench,

appear Wearing a stodgy
to have committed profes=ipnal 2iieide) Puckett's Parlors,
1

| by hanging were those who vainly at- T cpuld have managed murder perfectly,

hat from Alps

| son to deal with California a5 she de-
serves,” waa his gentle wish for his|

' Amarican League for Justice,”
rominence thay usu-| Had T wailed loudly in the mournars’|

COMING OUT FROM UNDER THE BED

Copyright, 1828, New York Tribune Inc.
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California’s Japanese Problem

Wallace Irwin’s Pessimistic Impressions on Revisiting the State

After Twenty Y

To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: In s recent issue of The Trib-
ung I noticed an sccount of a speech

and  migsionery  society members
gathered at a luncheon in the Lawyers'
Club.: “Pray God for an Andrew Jaek-

hatlve state; end by that same token |
he revealed himsel? as secretary of
that Little Group of Serious Thinkers
who have chosen to be “The
In the
apirit of our national outdoor snort I
have always had & more than eneaking
Aendhess for the Americ
it Mr. Parker's Littls ( i must serve
it with trimminga why not call it|

ealled

2 But

| tempted to sereen Mr. Danials for his This knowledge cama tog late; 80 I go
| neglect to prepare our navy for war dann
[ between 1914 and 1917, and who have With music plaring.
otherwise condoned hiz awful policies! | That cigarotte of many years age, |
ut it would appear that the Fru[r-:‘lta lilac emoke ringa !
{ments of cordage which these devoted|The flying banners of my eelf-respect,
| Danielsites most thoughtfully left for Brought me to the county jfall
| the use of their chief are now beitng so peonle said:
{ rapidly expended by hirm in his daily | “A woman whoe would smoke a cigarstte |
| that there is doubt whethor| Would kill her two old unelea in eold |
|tha gupply will suffice for lis personal blood,™ I
use during the remaining fow days of ALICE MARY KIMBALL,
|his reign., It is suggested, therefore,| : !
|us a measure of “preparedness,' that
| the Office of Operations put in a requi-|
sition for another coil. OLD NAVY.
New York, Fab, 14, 1921,

The |

.

When we met Mr Will 0. Hags we |
told him we had no axes to be sharp-
(ened; that he didn't have a thing we |
walted, it we withdrgw that im- |
i trepld agsertion. If Mr. Hays accepts
the Postoffice job, we want him to isaue
a proclamation to the effect that lettara
uddreased to this department Personal

In Strict Confidence
To the Editor of The Tribune.
| Sir: A fow days sgo I was in the
| Grove Strect Station in the Hudson
| Tubes, 1 observed that about half of
!Lhe men passengers. were smoking.
| Having always understood that smok- |
ing in the subways in New York was
forbidden by law, I inauired of the|®® .
platform. attendant whether smoking LAl t,},m negr? gtaz ?f “The meumr
| was now permitted, Laying his hand yanes) _h,“ kicked h.l' downstates by
| gently upon my shoulder, he whispered | Rak 1’.‘"‘““'—’ hizm to {t5"banquet. ey
| confidentially an apologetic “No." hje Mo, inasmuch as he once played tha
‘manner plainly implyine “But for slave in “Abraham Lincoln,” gend him
| tho loye of Mika don't tell anybody!” &% engmved_ copy of the Emancipatioh
|If the prohibition of smeking in the | Proclamation?
subway is based on sound reasons the |
regulation should be enforced, other-| It isn’t much of a prize, $100, that
| wise repealed. Has public opinion in|the Maemillan Company is offering for
New York, in sanetioning deflance of |the best rhymed review of The Qutline
| the Eighteenth Amendment, committed|of Higtory, but, as the equation prefes-
itself to the policy of carrying indi-|ser used to 8ay, $100 is 8100, eo here
vidualism to its logieal eonclusion? goes:

K. D. BATTLE. A million times a milllon vears

Rocky Mount, N. C, Feb. 12, 1921, This planet has run;
Its motive power is grief and tears,
But Wells has lota of fun,

publieation than others,

The ecateemed Drama Leaguo, dis-

A Soldier to Cheer Up*

To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: There is a young fellow in this | It was our i
company who has never veceived n let- | phy
ter since he has been in the serviee. |

He is very unhappy and needs some|arches. It seems, as twenty-seven cor-

one to cheer him up, | respondents have told us, that the Grask
It would be greatly appreeiated if!mlna had no srehés; mnd Denville
vou would put & small note in your|should have said “s Roman rain.”
peper for some one to write to him.i
His name is Private Alexander Staats, |
14th Company, C. A. O, Fort Mills, P. 1.
PRIVATE LORENZO P. JAY,
14th Company, C. A. C.
Fort Mills, P, I, Jan. 9, 1921,

gnorance of architecture
t caused us to print Denville's line
about the Greek ruin and the fallen

They are going ta play A. A. Milne's
“Mr. Pim Passes! By" ut the Garrick
in two weeks. Mr. Milne, sa old read-
[ers of thia department will peeall, is
| the author of the vezses “From a Full

Disarmament?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The navy is selling serap metal,
That sounds like slang for shells. Can
thia be a screensd disarmament step?

GEORGE SEBREE.

New York, Feb. 14, 1921,

| in this column and for which requests
| €till come in weekly.

| Our luck is improving,

|

Ordinarily

stock in an eutdoor ice skating rink.
F.P. A

| cerrying & pro-Japanese sentiment into

| same criticism

or Immediate etand s worse chanca of | Dovel Seed of the Hun.

sembling its love for Mr. Charles Gzl-,:‘- have been away from the Pacific Coast |

| Heart,” reprinted three or four timas!

“The American League for Japaneba|

land tell us what it is all about? |

The American League for Justice is,
by all indications, an association |
formed in tho West {or the purpose of |

: - =,
tha East, where littla or nothing is

known about California' tarrel with !
tiie  Aikade’s government., Tn  Mr. |
Parker's expressed sentiments I hear |
the same gcolding of California— |
naughty, headatrong child!—and the |
of Senator Phelan—
wicked, selfish politician!—that have |
tharacterized ail the attacks upen |
California’s  decision to hold her
shores against the vellow tide,

A little over & yeur aro I went tol
California to gather information on |
the Japanese question, What I found
I eubsequently incorporated in my
I am not a

{Californian either by birth or prejudice,
laltheugh I waa educated at Stanford
| University and apent a few years ag g "

| newspaper man in San Franclsco. I
| nearly twenty vears. Before my re-
¢ent Westorn trip I was
confess, to appraise the antl-Asiatie
attitude {n the light of yellow Jjournal-
tam, which ean never truthfully rep-
| resent any cause, however just. Some
{political ranting had gickened me to the
i:mh‘x} where I had formed a picture of
u provincial population, ignorant and
hot-headed, raising the old sand lot ery
of “Kill the dirty Chinks!"

I tent to California thinking that
sentiment was being directed by poli-
ticlans. I remained to find that poli-
| tielans were being directed by eenti-
I ment.
| It took but s fow months of observa-
i tion along the Sacramento delta and in
| the Santa Clara Valley and the San
| Joaquin and the fertile basins of Im-
perial to satisfy me that the stats was
not seeihg ghosts. She is facing an
irteresting and alarming problem. 1
kold no brief for the slack and easy-
poing farmer of pioneer stock, who re-
fused to “speed up" and sold his birth-
right to the thrifty little invader who
could grow two sugar beets to the
white man's one—or none. The Cali-
fornian awocke to find himaelf in the
eame sorry case us the nld Spanish
| haclendado who, in the splendid idle
'408, mortgaged his estate to the
shrewder Yankee and went into bank-
rupley with shrugging shoulders.

Yes, Japan caught California asleep

or nodding. When the tide of Chinese|
this is the year we would have bought | cooliea turned back toward the Orient!ielations of the hungry Japanese pas- |
thare was an embarrassment for low-| tor and the merry Buddhist econgrega-|{man to he
grade labor. The importation of Jap- tion of “Bly, California,” whith I men- | greatness,

by Mr. Larl 8. Parker, made to church !

on whether vou side with the American

ineclined, I|

“ears in the East

| anese seemed & cheap angd eesy moly-
| tion, and the valleys were soon ewarm-|
ing with g new breed of yellow men, |
smaller and more earnest than thel
Chinese. They were naive. Many of |
them had never seen a hieycle befare, |

|or a hay-rake, or a patent harrow. |
f'l’h-_-’-.r ability to learn and to apply |

their learning was enormous, I ehall|
never forget what an old Yankee farmer |
said to me lagt year as we strolled |
through his almond grove and watehed
& pung of Japaneze soross the
cultivating their potato field—leased |
rroperty — with gasoline tractors. |
“Good Lord, look at ‘em! And to think |
that twenty years ago I had to teach|
‘em how to harness achorse!”

Japan cume to Califernia as a lnbor
er; chae remsained &s & mastor. What
you believe aa to the Japanese popula-,
tion of California to-day will depend |

League for Justice or the Asiatic!
Exclusion League, The official census |
reports quote the figures &t something
over 70,000, I am inclined to believe
that there are many more; if not|
double that number, at least a third
more. The smuggling in of Japanesa
i3 an industry at beth the British!
Columbjan  and Mexican borders, |
“Green” Japanese, just arvived at
California farms, will answer you in|
Spanish if you address them in that|
language—a souvenir of Mexico. There !
i3 also reason to deubt the yerucity
of the officiul census figures, as there |
is & suspicion that the Japanesa them-|
selves had a finger in the pie ut the
last head-counting in California, |

Let us bm conservative, then, and!
place the Japanese population of Cali-|
fornia gt 100,000, The vast majority |
of these are engaged in agriculturs.
California has a pepulation of about
4,600,000, Less than a million of these |
| ure farmera., California’s land which
i3 guitable to cultivation is much less!
than generally supposed—about a sixth |
of the state. About a fifth of this is|
controlled by Orisntals, either through |
‘lease or ownership., The number of |
Chinese and Coreans is comparatively
insignificant.

The Japanese, then, contrel about a !
fifth  of California, agriculturally |
speaking, and in that fifth they hold!
the very cream of the soil. Without
taking into account Nippon's half-con-
fesged desire for equality in the L‘-nin-d|
States and unlimited immigration, Cul- |
ifornia as she stands te-day has cause |
for worry.

|
I have no idea how the Amarican |
| League for Justica came into being.

Probably it “just grew,” generated by |
the friction of great minds, thinking
,i'_-ighteousl_v. But [ am well aware that
|a Japanese drive on publie opinion—
Pespaciully Eastern opition—is row on. |
i The missionary spirit of Methodist and
| Baptist clergymen is adroitly taken ad-
| vantage of by the delicate button-
pressers of Tokio,

And this has its pathetic side, too, |
since the California Japanese —backed |
by some divine aid or other—are build- |
ing Buddhist temples all over the siate |
in every hamlet where Japanese Ohris- |
tian churches have become sufficiently
strong to endanger the true faith,
which is adoration of the Mikado. The

|'tioned in my book, were 1

| dhist drive ¢

river;|

t put then

ect. The situ:

for merely literary
tion ia al.

I have heard Japanese Christisn eler
gymen complain bitterly of the Bod
1rches, One

Iittle brown n
sta ¢ man with »
high-domed forehead, said to me, w
nearly as T can translste it: “I have nu
hops for Christianity here among m)
people. If I wish to spread the good |
Gospel T must rTetuyn to Japan, ‘wher!
my work will not be made foolish by
antriguel”

an carnest,

I do not wizh any eruelty to be prac
ticed the Japaness in Californha,
and I don't think re will be. Bt
if we California tu-
should get over the ides

y or & whiner or 88

on

wish to eon
tionally we
that she is a bul
egocentric provin

WALLAGE IRWIN.

New York, Feb. 15, 1921,
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